Houston County Commissioners Meeting

February 5, 2014

Perry, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Human Resource Director Ken Carter, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, HEMA/Fire Chief Jimmy Williams, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Sheriff Cullen Talton, Walton Wood, and County Attorney Tom Hall.  

Commissioner Robinson led the audience in the Invocation.
Army Lt. Col. Todd Morgan led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military career.  Lt. Col. Morgan is the Commander of the JSTARS program at Robins Air Force Base.  Army members of the JSTARS mission crew on-board the airborne ground surveillance aircraft to provide the link between ground units and the JSTARS team.  The 116th Air Control Wing at Robins is the only Joint JSTARS unit in existence.  During his 22 years in service, Lt. Col. Morgan has learned to be a ‘Jack of all trades and master of none’.  He has served in many overseas assignments and missions.  Upon returning to the U.S. he said that it just feels good to be back and that he is very appreciative of what we have here in this country.
Chairman Stalnaker recognized Sheriff Talton who introduced personnel from his office that has been recently promoted.
Tommy Jackson - Captain to Major (Chief Administrator); Leo Frazier - Deputy to Sergeant; Jessica Christian - Corporal to Sergeant; Chris Deaton - Detention Officer to Corporal; Michael Dickerson - Detention Officer to Corporal; Veronica Edens - Corporal to Sergeant; John Mullis - Communications Officer to Corporal; Dana Velarde - Communications Officer to Corporal; Jodi Cannon - Part-time Call-taker to Communications Officer; Amber Redding - Part-time Call-taker to Communications Officer; Teena Swaffar - Part-time Call-taker to Communications Officer; Mandi Burgess - Part-time Call-taker to Communications Officer; Darron Jones - Traffic Deputy to Corporal; Ronnie Harlowe - Lieutenant to Captain; Brad Stone - Sergeant to Lieutenant; Tim Leonard - Corporal to Sergeant; Derek Foster - Deputy to Corporal; Will Mitchelson - Traffic Deputy to Corporal; Nathanael Noler - Deputy to Corporal; Mark Heberlig - Detention Officer to Deputy; Madison Holland - Detention Officer to Deputy; Patrick Rutherford - Detention Officer to Deputy; Bryan Sawyer - Detention Officer to Deputy

Jordan Taylor - Detention Officer to Deputy; Joshua Thigpen - Detention Officer to Deputy; Clay Chambers - Sergeant to Lieutenant; Justin Hall - Deputy to Corporal; Michael Stokes - Lieutenant to Captain; Michael Zimmermann - Corporal to Sergeant.
Sheriff Talton explained the process that is utilized when considering personnel for promotion.  Chairman Stalnaker presented each with an American flag lapel pin and also a County seal lapel pin and congratulated them on their professional accomplishments.  The Chairman also presented Sheriff Talton with a framed news article that recently ran in a local paper detailing the Sheriff’s forty-two years in office.  Sheriff Talton thanked the Board of Commissioners for their continued support and also recognized the contributions of Chief Deputy Billy Rape who was not able to be in attendance.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of January 21, 2014.

Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.  The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1762 submitted by Shawn Smith. The property is located at 102 Clover Hill Drive, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 104, 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 2, Block “D”, of Cardinal Ridge Subdivision, consisting of 1.87 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for an Automotive Accessories (Internet Sales) business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application did not comply with Section 95.1.2 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and therefore the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends denying the application with a 2 to 1 vote with one abstention.  
Mr. McMichael inquired as to the difference between the retail sale of merchandise and a consulting business.  Mr. Andrews replied that the consulting business was of a service nature rather that a retail sale of products.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application     

#1762.  

Applicant was present and stated that he did not understand the issue.  He also stated that he would be willing to modify his business plan if it would bring the application into compliance with Section 95.
Mr. Walker asked if the applicant could withdraw his application and refile with a modified business plan.  Mr. Andrews explained that he would have to wait 6 months under the current regulations to reapply.

Mr. Thomson asked the applicant to clarify his intended business model.  The applicant explained that he would operate a website that offers the resale of different off-road Jeep accessories to interested parties.  He would then drop-ship these items to the customers.

Chairman Stalnaker asked what would be the point of sales tax collection.  The applicant replied that he would collect and submit.

There was no opposition.

County Attorney Tom Hall explained that the Section 95 requirements were intended specifically to help maintain the character of a residential neighborhood and that it might be possible in the future to revise the requirements due to the advent and upward trend of internet sales businesses.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Upon voting Mr. Walker and Ms. Robinson voted for denial and Mr. Thomson and Mr. McMichael voted against.  Chairman Stalnaker broke the tie with a vote for denial.  Motion for denial passed by a 3-2 vote.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1763 submitted by Ernest Moore.  The property is located at 301 Hatcher Road, Warner Robins, Georgia and is more specifically described as LL 117, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 9, Block “B” of Pine Forest subdivision, consisting of 1.49 acres.  Existing use is R-1.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping Business with no change in zoning. Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage, no clients to the home and allowing the storage of a 6 ft. x 10 ft. open trailer in the rear yard.  He stated that the applicant currently had one primary client (a church) and hopes to expand his client base in the future.
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Mr. Thomson asked what product the applicant would be manufacturing.  Mr. Andrews replied that he would only be providing the lawn maintenance and landscaping service and would be operating just a home office.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1763.
Applicant was present but did not have additional information.  
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1763.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1769 submitted by Wesley Garland.  The property is located at 122 Glenda Drive, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 73 of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 2, Block I, Section 2, Phase 6B of Southfield Plantation, consisting of .82 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Network Engineering and Consulting business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage, no clients to the home and storage is to be off-site.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant has actually been in business for several years but did not realize that he was required to apply for the special exception until recently.  He would be operating the business as a home office only.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

# 1769.  

Applicant was present but did not have additional information.
There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker second by Mr. McMichael carried unanimously to approve Application #1769. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1770 submitted by Joshua Cannon.  The property is located at 107 Wakefield Drive, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 110, 5th Land District of Houston County, Lot 6, Block “C”, Section 1 of Somerset Subdivision, consisting of 0.34 acres.  Existing use is R-MH residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Cell Phone Repair business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to compliance with any EPD requirements, no signage and no outside storage.  He explained that the applicant intends to provide his repair service for already established cell phone businesses.  He would use small amounts of an adhesive that triggered the Zoning & Appeals Board concern about EPD requirements.
Mr. McMichael asked how the applicant would provide proof of compliance with EPD requirements.  Mr. Andrews explained that he will assist the applicant in contacting the EPD and obtaining the proper documentation.
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Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application     

#1770.  

Applicant was present and stated that the type of adhesive he would be using can be disposed of in a landfill as long as it was fully cured.  If it was still in a liquid state then it would have to be incinerated but he does not plan on having to do so.
Mr. McMichael asked if there were any odors produced by the adhesives.  The applicant replied that there were none.

Mr. Walker asked if there was a special license required from the EPD.  The applicant was not aware of any special licensing requirements.

Jodi Cannon, 107 Wakefield Drive, Warner Robins spoke in favor of the application and stated that there are no odors from the adhesive and that she feels very safe with her children in the house.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1770. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1771 submitted by Sirjerame McGhee.  The property is located at 227 Hwy. 26, Elko, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 209 & 240, 4th Land District of Houston County, as shown on a plat of survey for James Olin McGhee, consisting of 2.57 acres.  Existing use is C-2 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception to replace a trailer on the property subject to the mobile home being located on the property on a temporary status to expire twelve months after the completion of construction/renovation of the commercial building with the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy.  The applicant may request an extension of time in the future if necessary.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant had previously obtained approval for a beer, wine and liquor license for this location in September of 2013 contingent upon the building being brought up to code before being opened as a sports bar.  Previously there were three mobile homes located behind the existing commercial building, an abandoned motel, and the applicant is requesting permission to replace one of them so that he may live in it while renovating or constructing the commercial building.  There is already septic located on the property.
Chairman Stalnaker asked if the mobile home site was located behind the existing commercial building.  Mr. Andrews replied yes.
Mr. Thomson asked if a mobile home was allowed on a C-2 zone property.  Mr. Andrews replied that it was previously but the mobile homes had been removed for longer than 24 months.

Mr. McMichael asked if the motel would be torn down or remodeled.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant has met with a contractor to determine his options.
Mr. Thomson asked if there was a limit on the possible time extension.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant would have to come back before the Board to ask for a time extension but that it could possibly be set for an additional 12 months.

Mr. Walker asked if the property was formerly owned by ABS Farms.  Mr. Andrews replied that Mr. McGhee had purchased the property from ABS Farms.
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Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1771.  

Applicant was present and stated that he would try to finish the renovation or construction with 24 months and remove the mobile home. 

There was no opposition.

Mr. Thomson asked if it was legal to allow a mobile home in C-2 zoning.  Mr. Andrews replied that it would be if approved by special exception.
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1771 with the stipulation that any future time extension will not exceed an additional 12 months.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1772 submitted by Quincy Maurice Gonder.  The property is located at 104 North Walnut Ridge, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 11, 11th  Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 8, Block “B” of Walnut Ridge Estates Subdivision consisting of .46 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Lawn Service business with no change in zoning. Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage, no clients to the home and allowing for the storage of an 8 ft. x 20 ft. open trailer in a utility building on the property.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant would not be performing any maintenance or repairs on his lawn equipment at the home and would require a home office only.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

# 1772.  

Applicant was present but did not have additional information.
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1772. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1773 submitted by Xet Pham and Lan Truong.  The property is located at 384 Sandefur Road, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 136 of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, as shown on a plat of survey for Randy A. Zell and Peggy M. Zell, consisting of 0.43 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception for an Alterations (sewing) business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage on the property.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant would be contracting with local dry cleaning outlets to perform alterations at the home.  The applicant would pick up the garments at the dry cleaning establishments and then return them after the alternations had been made.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if there would be any clients coming to the home.  Mr. Andrews replied that there would not be any clients seen at the home. 

Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 809
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued from Page 808
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1773.
Applicant was present but had nothing further to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael second by Mr. Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1773. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1774 submitted by Dr. Hill & Associates, LLC.  The property is located at 322 Hwy. 224, Perry, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 44, 14th Land District of Houston County, Lot 17-B as shown on a plat of survey for W. Ray Hill, consisting of 1.00 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Consulting business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage and no clients to the home.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant would be contracting with non-profits and assisting with making presentations and providing narratives.
Mr. Walker asked if there would be any clients to the home.  Mr. Andrews replied that there would not be any clients seen at the home.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1774.  

Applicant was present but had nothing further to add. 

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1774.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve a request from the Houston County Roads Department to hire Mr. Earndrez Dixon for the position of Equipment Operator at a Grade 10-D, $28,828.80 annually, effective February 5, 2014.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve a request from the Houston County Roads Department to hire Mr. Calvin Styles for the position of Equipment Operator at a Grade 10-E, $29,952.00 annually, effective February 5, 2014.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve a correction to the one-time adjustment to the Solicitor-General’s annual salary.  The difference of $173.34 should be added to the retirement to correct the error.
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Feagin Mill Road water main replacement to Pyles Plumbing & Utility Contractors, Inc. of Macon, Georgia in the amount of $91,920.  Water Department capital funds will pay for the project.
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Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign Change Order #1 for the Moody Road Phase 3 construction contract which will increase the contract time of 730 calendar days by 71 days to 801 total days.  The contract price of $4,931,612.63 remains unchanged.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $2,704,859.54.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.

Mr. Jim Taylor, Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce, stated that there was a significant trend toward e-commerce business ventures and suggested that the Board consider looking at a possible change to the regulations to allow for some flexibility in the Section 95 requirements.

There being no further public comments the meeting was continued.
The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.
Chairman Stalnaker thanked all law enforcement, emergency services and Public Works personnel that responded so well during the recent snow and ice storm.  He expressed appreciation for the long hours that they worked keeping the public safe and informed.

Mr. Thomson thanked Chief Williams for his efforts.

Mr. Walker also thanked every agency involved for their efforts

Mr. McMichael commented on the incredible display of cooperation between the different agencies during the storm.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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